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SUBJECT: REPLY TO PRESIDENT KHAMA'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT 
CARTER 

REF: A) GABORONE 427; B) GABORONE 446 (NODIS) 

1 . THERE APPEARS TO BE SOME MISUNDERSTANDING OVER POSSIBLE 
US MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO BOTSWANA. PRESIDENT FORD 
DISCUSSED THE ISSUE IN GENERAL TERMS WITH PRESIDENT KHAMA 
DURING HIS JUNE 1976 VISIT TO WASHINGTON. THE PREVIOUS 
ADMINISTRATION MADE NO COMMITMENTS AT THAT TIME, AND 
DID NOT DECIDE TO PURSUE A MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
FOR BOTSWANA IN THE INTERVENING MONTHS. 

2. WE APPRECIATE BOTSWANA'S CONCERN FOR ITS SECURITY 
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AND RECOGNIZE THAT IT HAS RECEIVED SOME ASSISTANCE FROM 
THE UK AS WELL AS OTHER SOURCES. AS OUR RESPONSE TO THE 
DANGERS WE SEE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, WE HAVE PUT EMPHASIS ON 
OUR DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVE TO ACHIEVE NEGOTIATED SOLUTIONS 
TO THE PROBLEMS OF THE REGION. WE BELIEVE THAT THIS 
EFFORT OFFERS A PROMISING WAY TO REDUCE THE DANGERS TO 
BOTSWANA AND OTHER COUNTRIES. NO PROGRAM FOR BOTSWANA 
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IS PRESENTLY BEING CONSIDERED. 

3. IN ANY CASE. AN INTERAGENCY REVIEW OF US MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE AND SALES PROGRAMS IS NOW BEING CONDUCTED. 

NO REPEAT NO NEW PROGRAMS WILL BE CONSIDERED UNTIL THE 
REVIEW IS COMPLETE. YOU SHOULD GIVE THE BOTSWANAN 
GOVERNMENT NO ENCOURAGEMENT THAT ARMS ASSISTANCE FROM 
THE UNITED STATES IS A LIKELY POSSIBILITY. 

4. IF YOU BELIEVE IT APPROPRIATE, YOU MAY WISH TO 
ADVISE THE FOREIGN MIN OR ANOTHER OFFICIAL AT AN 
APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF THE POINTS IN PARAS 1 AND 2 ABOVE 

IN CONTEXT OF DELIVERING FOLLOWING ORAL MESSAGE WHICH 
CONSTITUTES REPLY TO REF (B). 

5. QTE: THE PRESIDENT HAS ASKED ME TO THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR LETTER OF FEBRUARY 18. WE SHARE YOUR CONCERN 
FOR THE NEED FOR A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT IN RHODESIA. 

WE ARE FULLY AWARE OF THE DISASTROUS CONSEQUENCES FOR 
ALL THE PEOPLE OF SOUTHERN AFRICA AND WORLD PEACE IF 
NEGOTIATED SOLUTIONS ARE NOT FOUND AND WARFARE IN THE 
REGION ESCALATES. WE RECOGNIZE THE ECONOMIC AND POLITI- 
CAL PRESSURES ON BOTSWANA STEMMING FROM THE WAR IN 
RHODESIA AND DISTURBANCES IN SOUTH AFRICA AND WE ARE 
FOLLOWING CLOSELY AND SYMPATHETICALLY THE SITUATION YOU 
FACE. FOR THIS REASON, WE PLAN TO CONTINUE TO OFFER OUR 
ASSISTANCE AND USE OUR INFLUENCE TO HELP THE PARTIES 
CONCERNED TO NEGOTIATE A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF THE 
RHODESIAN PROBLEM. AS YOU ARE AWARE WE HAVE BEEN IN 
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CONSULTATIONS WITH THE BRITISH THIS WEEK AND HAVE 
SOUGHT SOUTH AFRICAN VIEWS AS WELL AS HOW TO RELAUNCH 
THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

6. WE WANT TO STAY IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH YOU AS WE WORK 
TOGETHER TOWARDS A RHODESIAN SETTLEMENT AND SEEK PEACE 
IN THE REGION. UNQTE. 

VANCE 
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